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agieea 10 a conference commit-
tee’s compromise.

It now goes to Gov. Roy Romer.

The major disagreements over
SB 193 were resolved after House
sponsor David Owen, R-Greeley,
and other House committee mem-
bers accepted the Senate position
on tax breaks to charitable organi-
zations located in enterprise
zones.

The Senate rejected a House

pavase gavupS U LIUSE QONAUONS
begm before July 1, 1996.

Under the agreement, donors
can continue to receive the full

credit until January 2001, if they

maintain annual contributions to
the group.

Donors making contributions to
non-profits after July 1 can take
only a 25% tax credit.

The bill was criticized by some
House members as not going far
enough to address problems with
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nate old oucs aicr january 1oo1.

It also requires that the state
Department of Local Affairs sub-
mit termination plans to the Eco-
nomic Development Commission,
and requires more frequent and
thorough reporting on the zones
to Department of Local Affairs
officials.

It also includes a 3% tax credit
for job training and school-to-work
programs.
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Sunnyside Gold, state resolve lawsuit

Firm agrees to maintain
and improve water in
Upper Animas Basin

Associated Press

Sunnyside Gold Corp. and the
Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment on Mon-
day signed an agreement resolv-
ing a 2-year-old lawsuit over
cleanup of the Sunnyside Mine
near Silverton.

The agreement calls for Sunny-
side to maintain and improve wa-
ter quality in the Upper :Animas
River Basin. In return, the state
has removed objections to Sunny-
side’s reclamation efforts.

“This agreement shows that

the department and responsible -

companies in the mining industry
can find common ground to solve
some of the difficult reclamation
issues that arise around the
state,” said Patti Shwayder, the
health department’s acting direc-
tor.

Sunnyside Gold, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Denver-based
Echo Bay Inc., sued the health
department in 1994 for clarifica-

tion on the state’s enforcement of

water-quality rules regarding haz-
ardous discharges from naturally
occurring seeps and springs.
Sunnyside has invested $9.9
million in reclamation efforts at
the Sunnyside and Mayflower
mills and estimates it will spend
another $5 million to $10 million

on five other sites over the next
two years.

The long-abandoned sites are
leaching metals such as iron, man-
ganese, zinc and aluminum into
the Animas River and its tributar-
ies.

In addition to taking cleanup
measures at its own sites, Sunny-
side also has agreed to remove

- waste piles and other mining de-

bris from property it doesn’t own.

Shwayder said Colorado is pro-
tected in the agreement by a $5
million surety bond.

The Sunnyside Mine operated
from the 1880s through 1991,
when it closed after the economi-
cally viable gold deposits ran out
and the base metals market would

no }pnger support operation costs.




